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Aifiendments to the Claims : 

This listing of claims replaces all prior versions and listings of claims in the application. 

Listing 6f Claims; 

1. (Currently Amended) A method for access control of a haidfil e, responsiv e to a 
hardfile controllcF i noludcd in a computer system having an operating system po i fo i ming a pr e boot 
tesL the method comprising tho stops of : 

a) detecting a special boot condition during ^ a pre-boot test of the computer system : 

and 

alTorinfi, in response to detecting the special boot condition, adtusring a size of a 
partition of the hardfile to alter an operating system access configuration of the hardfile. 

2. (Currently Amended) The fteeess method of claim 1 , wherein a4^vsting a size of a 
partition of the hardfile the altering step b) dynamically sets a maximmn accessible size of the 
hardfile. 

3. (Currently Amended) The acc e ss method of claim 1 , wherein the hardfile is a 
hard drive. 

4. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein the operating system is 
stored on a first part of the hardfile and user data is stored on a second part of the hardfile, and 
wherein the alt e ring gt e p b) adjusting a size of a partition of the hardfile sets the hardfile access to 
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exclude the second part of the hardfile from access by the operating system. 

5. (Cuixently Amended) The method of claim 2, wherein the operating system is 
stored on a first part of the hardfile and user data is stored on a second part of the hardfile, and 
wherein th o altoring step adjusting a size of a partition of the hardfile sets the hardfile maximum 
size to exclude the second part of the hardfile £rom access by the operating system. 

6. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 4, wherein the special boot condition is 
a hardware tamper detect 

7. (Cancelled) 

8. (Cancelled) 

9. (Cancelled) 

10. (Cancelled) 

11. (Cancelled) 

12. (Cancelled) 

13. (Cunently Amended) A stomge system for a computer system having an operating 
system and a pre-boot procediue, comprising: 

a hardfile for non-volatile storage of the operating system on a first part of the hardfile 
and a pluralir/ of user data on a second part of the hardfile; and 

a hardfile controUerj coupled to the hardfile and responsive to a special boot condition 
detected by the pre-boot procedure, fef o perable to^ dynamically r e configuring reconfigure operating 
system access to the hardfile including adjusting a size of a partition of the hardfile to pennit 
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access to both the first part ofthehaidfile and the second part ofthehardfile in a first mode and to 
permit access to only the fiist part of the hardfiJc in a second mode. 

14. (Cuircntly Amended) A storage system for a computer system having an operating 
system, comprising: 

a hardfile for non-volatile storage of the operating system on a first part of the haidfile 
and a plurality of user data on a second pan of the hardfile; and 

a hardfile controller, coupled to the hardfile and responsive to a special boot condition 
detected by a pre-boot procedure of the con^iuter system, f&t gpcr^jylcto dynamically reconfiguring 
f gyonfigure operating system access to the hardfile including adjusting a size of a partition of the 
Wjfile tft permit access to both Ae first part of the hardfile and the second part of the hardfile in a 
first mode and to peraiit access to only the first part nf tbg barrlfile in a second mode. 

15. (Cuirently Amended) A storage system controller for a hardfile of a computer 
system having an opemting system and a pre-boot procedure, the hardfile for non-volatile storage of 
the operating system on a first part of the hardfile and a plurality of user data on a second part of the 
hardfile^ comprising: 

a hardfile controller, coupled to the hardfile and responsive to a special boot condition 
detected by the pre-boot procedure, fef operable to dynamically go ee afiguring reconfigure operating 
system access to the hardfile including adjusting a size of a partition of the hardfile to permit 
access to both tfie first part of the hardfile and the second part of die hardfile in a first mode and to 
peraiit access by the operating system to only the first part of the hardfile in a second mode. 

16. (Currently Amended) A storage system controller for a hardfile of a computer 
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system having an operating system, the hardfile for non-volatile storage of the operating system on 
a first part of the hardfile and a plurality of user data on a second part of the hardfile, comprising: 

a hardfile controller, coupled to the hardfile and responsive to a special boot condition 
detected by a pre-boot procedure of the computer systan, fef operable to dynamically reconfiguring 
reconfigure operating system access to the hardfile including adjusting a size of a partition of the 
hardfile to permit access to both the first part of the hardfile and the second part of the hardfile in a 
first mode and to permit access by die operating system to only the first part of the hardfile in a 
second mode. 

1 7. (Currently Amended) A hardfile system for a computer system, comprising: 
a hardfile for non-volatile storage of a operating system and user data; 

means, coupled to the computer system, for detecting a special boot condition during ihe a 
pre-boot test of the computer system; and 

means, coupled to the hardfile and to the detecting means, for adjusting a size of a 
partition of the hardfile to alter altering, in respons e to the sp e cial boot condition, an operating 
system access configuration of the hardfile in response to detecting the special boot condition . 

1 8. (Currently Ajtnended) A hardfile storage system, comprising: 

a hardfile for non-volatile storage of an operating system for a computer system in a first 
part of the hardfile and ibr non-volatile storage of user data in a second part of the hardfile : and 

means, coupled to the hardfile, for dynamically eaftyfaie aditisting a size of a partition of 
the hardfile to permit operating system access to the hardfile in a first mode and a second mode, 
wherein the first mode enables access to bodi the first part of the hardfile and the second part pfthe 
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hardfile and the second mode enables access to only the first part ofthehardfile. 

19. (Currently Amended) A computer usable medium having computer readable 
program code means embodied therein for access control of a hardfile, responsive to a hardfile 
controller included in a computer system having an operating system perfonning a pre-boot test, the 
computer readable program code means in the computer usable medium comprising: 

computer readable program code means for causing die computer system to detect a special 
boot condition during the pre-boot test; and 

computer readable progr am code means for causing tbe computer system to adjust a size of 
a partition of the hardfile to alte r, in response to the boot condition^ an operating system access 
configuxatiofL parameter of the hardfile in response t o detection of the special boot condition, 

20. (Currently Amended) The computer usable medium of claim 19, wherein the 
special boot condition is a hardware tamper detea. 

21. (Original) The computer usable medium of claim 19, wherein the hardfile is a hard 

disk. 

22. (Original) The computer usable medium of claim 21, wherein the configuration 
parameter is a SETMAX value. 

23. (Currently Amended) A computer readable medium containing program 
insmictions for access control of a hard file in a computer system, the program instructions for; 

a) detecting a special boot condition during the pre-boot test; and 
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]^ oltoringy in response to detecting the special boot condition, adjusting a size of a 
partition of harrifile to alter an operadng system access configuration of an access parameter of 
the hazdfile. 

24. (Cwiently Amended) The computer readable medium of claim 23, wherein the 
special boot condition is a hardware tamper detect. 

25. (Original) The computer readable medium of claim 23, wherein the hardfile is a 
hard disk. 

26. G*<lew) The method of claim 1 , Miierein adjusting a size of a partition of the 
haidiile includes adjustmg a size of a Protected Area Run Time Interface Extension Services 
(PARTIES) partition. 

27. (New) The method of claim 26, further comprising using a SETMAX procedure 
to adjust the size of the PARTIES partition, 

28. (New) A method for controlling access of an operating system to data in a hard 
drive of a computer system, the method comprising: 

providmg a computer system including a hard drive, the hard drive including one or more 
of user data or software applications in a first portion of the hard drive; 
initiating a power on self-test of the computer system; 

determining whether a pre-determined condition occurs to limit access to the one or more 
of user data or software applications in the first portion of the hard drive; and 
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if the pre-determined condition occtus then dynamically adjusting a size of a partition of 
the hard drive diwing the power on self-test to exclude access of the operating system to the one 
or more of user data or software applications in the first portion of the hard drive; 

otherwise providing the operating system full access to the one or more of user data or 
software applications in the first portion of die hard drive. 

29. (New) The method of claim 28, wherein dynamically adjusting a size of a 
partition includes adjusting a size of a Protected Area Run Time Interface Extension Services 
(PARTIES) partition. 

30. (New) The method of claim 29, wherein the bard drive is a ATAPI-4 compliant 
hard drive. 
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